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TYPESIN FIRST AND SECOND SAMUEL

The Kingdom of Saul,
A Type of the Self-Life
(I Samuel 8-28)

The kingdom of Saul came into existence as a protest against divine rule; and therefore pictures
a professing Christian who refusesto let God have Hisway in hislife. “But the thing
displeased Samuel, when they said, Give usakingto judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the
Lord. And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the peoplein all that they
say unto thee: for they have not regected thee, but they havergected me, that | should not
reign over them” (I Samuel 8:6, 7).

Israel did not want God to be their King. They wanted one of their own number to be their king.
They were protesting against divine rulership. How strange that any person who, professing to
love God, should rebel against the Kingship of Jesus and should insist that self be on the throne
of his heart! Even Jesus came not to do His own will but God' s will, and how much more should
we. “For | came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent
me” (John 6:38)!

Saul had good qualities for kingship, but his one great lack was a willingness to obey God
implicitly, and this same lack explains the failure in many a Christians life. He was a tall,
imposing character: “ And they ran and fetched him thence: and when he stood among the
people, he was higher than any of the people from his shouldersand upward” (I Samuel
10:23). At the beginning of his kingdom, he was humble. And he demonstrated |eadership as a
good military man. He had much to be said in hisfavor at the first. But his great lack was a
failure to go al the way in obeying the Lord. “Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the
Lord” (I Samuel 28:18).

That isindeed a notable sin among followers of Christ, this failure to obey the Lord in all things.
“Know ye not, that to whom yeyield your selves servantsto obey, hisservantsyeareto
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” (Romans
6:16).



When Saul faced an emergency, he disregarded God' swill; and carnal Christians are ordering
their lives according to self-will instead of God'swill. “And Samuel said, What hast thou
done? And Saul said, Because | saw that the people wer e scattered from me, and that thou
camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gather ed themselves together
at Michmash; therefore said I, The Philistineswill come down now upon meto Gilgal, and
| have not made supplication unto the Lord: | forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt
offering. And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the
commandment of the Lord thy God” (I Samuel 13:11-13). Saul made all kinds of excuses for
not obeying the Lord. Let us not be guilty of doing likewise today. There is constant warfare
going on in the lives of many of God' s children between God' s will and self-will. “That he no
longer should livetherest of histimein the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God”
(I Peter 4:2).

Saul only partially obeyed God in regard to the Amalekites, and spared their king who was
under divine sentence to be executed; and in all this he was true to type in picturing Self on the
throne. God’' s command was clear enough. “Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy
all that they have, and spare them not” (I Samuel 15:3). But what did Saul do or fail to do?
“And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, | have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and have gonethe
way which the Lord sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly
destroyed the Amalekites. But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the
things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in
Gilgal” (I Samuel 15:20, 21). Here was partial obedience, and excuses for disobedience. Saul
said that what was spared was to be used for a sacrifice unto the Lord. But Samuel answered:
“To obey isbetter than sacrifice, and to hearken than thefat of rams” (I Samuel 15:22).
When self is on the throne, obedience is never complete. Too many Christians are like Saul.

Saul persecuted David, even as carnal Christians often persecute spiritual Christians. “And
Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee” (I Samuel 19:2). Galatians
4:29 is another example of this sort of persecution: “But asthen he that was born after the
flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it isnow.” In olden times Ishmael
persecuted |saac, and today carnal Christians persecute spiritual ones. Saul fought against David,
as unspiritual church members oppose consecrated Christians.

Saul, having rejected God'’ s guidance, gave himself over to Satan and sought counsel froma
Spiritualist medium; and thisis like professing Christians who begin by being ruled by Self and
end up by being ruled by Satan, “Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that
hath a familiar spirit that | may go to her and inquire of her” (I Samuel 28:7).

Saul had previously banished witches from the land, but now he seeks for one. The appearing of
Samuel to Saul was not caused by the witch, but by God, for the witch was frightened when she
saw him. Samuel pronounced Saul’ s doom. Satan had taken the place of self asruler of hislife.
And this spelled his downfall. The apostle Paul gave us good advice when he said in Ephesians
4:27: “Neither give place to the devil.” We give place to the Devil by continuing to give place
to self.



The Friendship between Jonathan and David,
A Type of the Friendship between Christ and the Believer
(I Samuel 18-20)

Jonathan loved David first, and then David loved Jonathan; and even so, Jesus loved usfirst,
and this love caused usto love Him. “And it came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and
Jonathan loved him as hisown soul” (I Samuel 18:1).

Afterward we also discover that David loved Jonathan, but the first statement of love is this one
about Jonathan's love for David. And Jesus loved us before we ever loved Him. Hislove led to
Histaking thefirst step in providing for our salvation. And it is His love for us that causes us to
love Him. “Welove him, because hefirst loved us’ (I John 4:19).

Jonathan and David made a covenant with each other; even as the Lord Jesus makes a covenant
with every believer in Him. “ Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved
him as hisown soul” (I Samuel 18:3). Both men kept this covenant. David kept it after Jonathan
died. And there is a covenant between Christ and every believer. “And to Jesus the mediator of
the new covenant” (Hebrews 12:24).

What does Jesus promise to do?

- He promisesto take care of our past sins.
- He promisesto give us victory over sin.
- He promises to give us a place in Heaven.

What do we promise Jesus? We promise to trust Him for forgiveness and deliverance, and we
promise to surrender our willsto Him and obey His orders. Are we as faithful in carrying out our
part of the covenant as David was in carrying out his promise to Jonathan?

Jonathan gave David his robe, so Jesus gives to believers the robe of His righteousness. “And
Jonathan stripped himself of therobe that was upon him, and gaveit to David” (I Samuel
18:4). Jonathan was the king' s son, and as such gave his princely robe to his friend David.
Having borne our sins on the cross, Jesus gives us His righteousness, and thus we are justified
from all sin. “He hath clothed me with the gar ments of salvation, he hath covered me with
the robe of righteousness’ (Isaiah 61:10).

Jonathan gave David his armor, and Jesus gives us His armor for our battle with Satan. “And
his gar ments, even to his sword, and to hisbow, and to hisgirdle’ (I Samuel 18:4). And thus
was young David equipped for battle with the enemy. And the Lord gives us armor for our battle:
“Wher efor e take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the
evil day” (Ephesians 6:13).

In the verses that follow, the various parts of the armor are listed, including breastplate, shield,
helmet, and sword. Christ has given this armor to us. But we must put it on and make use of it.



Jonathan delighted in David; and so the Lord Jesus delights in every true believer in Him. “But
Jonathan Saul’ s son delighted much in David” (I Samuel 19:2). Jonathan, the king’s son,
delighted in David, the humble shepherd lad. True love always delights in the object of itslove.
And David one day wrote of hisdivine Lover: “He brought meforth also into alarge place;
he delivered me, because he delighted in me” (Psalm 18:19). And so today Jesus delightsin
the humblest and unworthiest saint!

Jonathan promised to do for David whatsoever his soul desired; and similarly the Lord Jesus
promises to give us whatsoever we ask the Father in His name. “ Then said Jonathan unto
David, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, | will even do it for thee” (I Samuel 20:4). This meant
much to David, for Jonathan as the king's son was in a position to do more for David than
anyone else.

Jesusisin aposition to do for us even greater than Jonathan. “Y e have not chosen me, but |
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain, that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may giveit
you” (John 15:16). Thisisasif Jesus gave us a signed check for usto fill in the amount we need
and then cash the check. We cash in on this check by our prayer of faith.

Jonathan was a faithful friend to David, and David was a faithful friend to Jonathan; and Jesus
isour faithful Friend, but are we His faithful friends? The friendship between these two Old
Testament men was so remarkable that men have talked about it down through the centuries. But
the friendship of Christ for usisthe greatest friendship of all time. “Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down hislifefor hisfriends’ (John 15:13). His friendship for usled
Him to sacrifice Hislife on Calvary’s cross. But what about our friendship for Him? “Ye are my
friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you” (John 15:14). Our obedience to Him is the test of
our friendship for Him. By that standard what is our friendship worth to Him?

David at the Cave of Adullam,
A Typeof Christ Our Captain
(I Samuel 22)

Those in distress came to David in the cave; and thereis deliverance for all in distress who go to
Jesus. “David ther efore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adullam . . . And
everyonethat wasin distress, and everyone that wasin debt, and everyone that was
discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there
wer e with him about four hundred men” (I Samuel 22:1, 2).

Those, who were in straits under the rule of Saul, heard that David was at Adullam and came to
him and they became a part of his soldier band. Jesus the Captain of our salvation stands ready to
receive all sinnerswho are distressed. “Then they cried untothe Lord in their trouble, and he
delivered them out of their distresses’ (Psalm 107:6). And Jesus saystoday as He did in the
long ago: “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will giveyou rest”
(Matthew 11:28).



Those in debt gravitated to David in the cave, and there is forgiveness for all men with sin debts
who are willing to follow Jesus. “And everyone that wasin debt . . . gathered themselves unto
him” (I Samuel 22:2). In those days a creditor could make slaves of men who owed him large
debts. (Cf. Il Kings 4:1.) David's cave became a place of refuge for those in debt. And to those
who come to Jesus, Hefirst of al saysto them, “Son, be of good cheer; thy sinsbe forgiven
thee’” (Matthew 9:2). To be agood soldier aman must first be rid of his burden of sin debts. “No
man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of thislife, that he may please him
who hath chosen him to be a soldier” (11 Timothy 2:4).

Those who wer e discontented joined David’ s band; and dissatisfied souls find satisfaction in
Christ today. “And everyone that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him” (I
Samuel 22:2). The Hebrew word for “discontented” means “to be bitter of soul.” Men whose
heart was bitter toward conditions of life in those strenuous days came to David in the cave. And
Jesus will receive all who come to Him, no matter how bitter may be their spirit: “All that the
Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out”
(John 6:37). He promises that hungry and thirsty souls shall be satisfied. “Blessed arethey
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall befilled” (Matthew 5:6). Only
men who have been satisfied by Jesus will make good soldiers.

David molded this motley group of men into an effective army; and Jesusis able to take all who
come to Him and make them into a victorious army for Him. “And he became a captain over
them: and there werewith him about four hundred men” (I Samuel 22:2). It isatribute to
David that he could use such men as came to him and with their help go forth and win battles.

Now Jesus sees possibilitiesin all who cometo Him. “And he brought him to Jesus. And
when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called
Cephas, which isby interpretation, a stone” (John 1:42). Jesus welcomes all who come to
Him. He first forgives their past sins, then gives them victory over sinin their present lives, and
then with changed lives, He assigns them a place in Hisarmy. “Finally, my brethren, bel
strongin theLord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:10, 11).

David' s experience at Adullam, when Saul, a ruler rejected by God, was still on the throneisa
type of the present dispensation when Satan isruler of thisworld. In severa striking ways Saul is
atype of Satan. He persecuted David. At times he showed avery ugly spirit. Certainly he acted
in a satanic manner. Although rejected of God, he was still on the throne when David was at
Adullam. Today Satan isruler over the kingdoms of thisworld. Jesus called Satan, “Prince of
thisworld” (John 12:31). Paul called him, “God of thisworld” (II Corinthians 4:4). Itisin such
aworld ruled over by Satan that Christian soldiers must live and serve.

David was ruler over a hidden kingdom that was one day to be manifested; and so the kingdom
of Jesusis* in mystery” today, but will be manifested at His coming. David and his men had to
hide away from the wrath of King Saul. Their kingdom was a hidden one. But these same men
who followed David in the wilderness became a part of his kingdom when he became king over
al Isradl.



Jesus once said: “ The kingdom of heaven islike unto treasure hid in afield.” To-day Christ’s
kingdom is more or less hidden. Jesus is gathering His army as David did. But the day will come
when those who have served with Jesus now will become a part of Christ’s glorious kingdom
when He returnsto reign. “When Christ, who isour life, shall appear [be manifested], then
shall ye also appear with him in glory” (Colossians 3:4). Those who have been His faithful
soldiers now will be rewarded then.

Bringing the Ark to Jerusalem,
A Type of Revival in the Church
(Il Samuel 6)

David s desire to have the Ark of God at Jerusalemis a type of a Christian’s desire for a Holy
Spirit revival. “Again, David gathered together all the chosen men of Isradl, thirty thousand.
And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to
bring up from thencethe ark of God, whose nameiscalled by the name of the L ord of hosts
that dwelleth between the cherubim” (11 Samuel 6:1, 2). The Ark was God’ s dwelling-place
with His people, and David wanted that Presence at Jerusalem, the center of the national
worship. Today thereis agreat longing in the hearts of many believers for a heaven-sent revival.
Peter tells us that the source of revival isin the presence of the Lord. “Repent yetherefore, and
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). When God' s presence in holiness becomesreal in
any assembly of believers, that isrevival.

David used the wrong method to bring the Ark; and churches often use the wrong methods to try
to get revival. “And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house
of Abinadab that wasin Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new
cart” (11 Samuel 6:3). Thiswas the method of the Philistines when they sent the Ark back to
Isragl after having it in their possession for seven months. First Samuel 6:7, 11 says: “Now
therefore makeanew cart . . . And they laid theark of the Lord upon thecart.”

The Philistines were naturally ignorant of God’s method of transporting the Ark. David and the
L evites should have known all about it, for they had the law of Moses to inform them. Now
using the wrong method proved disastrous. “And when they came to Nachon’s threshing-
floor, Uzzah put forth hishand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it.
And the anger of the Lord waskindled against Uzzah; and God smote him therefor his
error; and there hedied by theark of God. And David was displeased becausethe Lord
made a breach upon Uzzah, and he called the name of the place, Perrezuzzah [the breach of
Uzzah] to thisday. And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and said, How shall the ark
of theLord cometo me?’ (II Samuel 6:6-9). If he had studied the law of Moses, he would have
known how. If he had obeyed; God' sinstructions, he would not have needed to be afraid of God.
We are asking, How shall a Holy Ghost revival come to me and my church? Let us study our
Bible and see how the Book of Acts says the early church had a perennial revival, and how we
can have one too. Let us not be guilty of trying to work up arevival in the energy of the flesh.
Rather let us pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.



David sidetracked revival in the way many churches are doing today. “ So David would not
removetheark of the Lord unto him into the city of David: but David carried it aside unto
the house of Obed-edom” (I1 Samuel 6:10). The Ark was deposited in this man’s house instead
of being taken to Jerusalem. And because of this action of David, Jerusalem was kept from
having revival blessing for alonger time than was necessary. And by their actions, many
churches are deprived of having showers of blessing they so much need. The need for revival is
put on the sidetrack, and things of lesser importance are kept on the main track.

When revival broke out in one place, David was stirred to action; as Christians should be now.
“And theark of the Lord continued in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months:
and the L ord blessed Obed-edom, and all his household” (11 Samuel 6:11). This one man and
his family where the Ark was, saw real revival blessing, and David heard about it and was stirred
to action. “And it wastold king David, saying, The Lord hath blessed the house of Obed-
edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So David went and
brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with
gladness’ (I1 Samuel 6:12). If one household could have arevival, why not a whole nation?
Today we hear of revival fires breaking out in Africa, in parts of Scotland, and in England, and
in certain placesin our own land. Such reports should stir us to action that we might have a
revival in our own heart, in our church, and al over theland. “O Lord, revivethy work in the
midst of theyears’ (Habakkuk 3:2).

David at last brought the Ark to Jerusalemin the right way; and it is possible for us to see
revival blessingsin our area thisyear. “And it was, so when they that barethe ark of the
Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings’ (11 Samuel 6:13). In the meantime,
David and his priests must have studied the law. Notice, this time the Ark was borne by the
priests and not placed on a cart. Revival comes by individuals obeying God’'s Word. Also
sacrifices were offered as the Ark was brought. Revival comes through putting our al on the
altar.

The coming of revival bringsjoy. “So David and all the house of I srael brought up the ark of
the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet” (II Samuel 6:15). Revival always
bringsjoy. “In thy presenceisfullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasuresfor
evermore’ (Psalm 16:11). Sin causes unhappiness, and when revival comes, sin has to go, and
then the cup of joy runs over.

Revival is usually misunderstood and criticized by carnal Christians. “And asthe ark of the
Lord cameinto the city of David, Michal Saul’s daughter looked through a window, and
saw king David leaping and dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart”
(I Samuel 6:16). Not being a spiritual person, Michal could not appreciate how her husband
acted inarevival.

Often, real revival is not understood and is sharply criticized by carnal Christians. In fact, non-
spiritual people wouldn’'t know how to act if they got into arevival. But while Michal ridiculed
revival, David enjoyed the blessings of revival.



“And they brought in theark of theLord, and set it in hisplace, in the midst of a

taber nacle that David had pitched for it: and David offered burnt offerings and peace
offerings beforethe Lord. And as soon as David had made an end of offering burnt
offerings and peace offerings, he blessed the peoplein the name of the Lord of hosts” (11
Samuel 6:17, 18). The burnt offerings pictured consecration, and the peace offerings pictured
thanksgiving. David was blessed in revival and he passed on blessings to the people.

M ephibosheth,
The Type of a Sinner Saved by Grace
(Il Samuel 4, 9, 16, 19)

The fall of Mephibosheth is symbolical of the Fall of man. “And Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a
son that was lame of hisfeet. He wasfive year s old when the tidings came of Saul and
Jonathan out of Jezreel, and hisnursetook him up, and fled: and it cameto pass, as she
made hasteto fleg, that hefell, and became lame. And his name was M ephibosheth” (11
Samuel 4:4). This son of Jonathan and grandson of Saul became lame through afall that
happened at the time of the death of his father and grandfather. Thisfall of the young prince
pictures the Fall of man whereby all men have been constituted sinners. “Wher efor e, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12).

His condition of helplessness typifies the condition of the sinner. “ And was lame on both his
feet” (11 Samuel 9:13). He was absolutely dependent upon outside help to go anywhere. Even so
the sinner is helpless without the Saviour. Jesus said, “Without me ye can do nothing” (John
15:5).

The search for Mephibosheth by David is like the Saviour seeking the lost sinner. “And David
said, Isthereyet any that isleft of the house of Saul, that | may show him kindness for
Jonathan’s sake? And therewas of the house of Saul a servant whose name was Ziba. And
when they had called him unto David, the king said unto him, Art thou Ziba? And he said,
Thy servant ishe. And the king said, Isthere not yet any of the house of Saul, that | may
show the kindness of God unto him? And Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son,
which islameon hisfeet. And the king said unto him, Whereishe? And Ziba said unto the
king, Behold, heisin the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lodebar” (11 Samuel 9:1-
4). David wanted to be kind to someone of Saul’s house for the sake of his friend Jonathan. He
had to search for the object of his kindness. He found Mephibosheth at L odebar which means
“no pasture.” How like Jesus this all is, who searched for the lost ones! “For the Son of man is
cometo save that which waslost. How think ye? If a man have an hundred sheep, and one
of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the
mountains, and seeketh that which isgone astray?” (Matthew 18:11, 12).

The bringing of Mephibosheth to the king is a type of salvation by Christ’'s power. “Then king
David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from L odebar”
(I Samuel 9:5). Onething is sure, he couldn’t have come by his own power, so the king
“fetched him.” And sinners cannot save themselves by their own efforts apart from faith in
Christ. “No man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). Thus saith Christ.



The king called him by his name, as Jesus does His followers. “Now when M ephibosheth, the
son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, hefell on hisface, and did
reverence. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he answer ed, Behold thy servant!” (l1
Samuel 9:6). How touching that the king should speak the name of the poor, helpless cripple. In
John 10:3 Jesus says of the Shepherd, “He calleth m his own sheep by name.”

Thisthought is dearer far to me
Than worldly wealth or fame —
However humble | may be,
He knows me by my name!

Kindness was shown Mephibosheth for Jonathan’ s sake; even as kindness is shown the believer
for Jesus sake. “And David said unto him, Fear not: for | will surely show theel kindness
for Jonathan thy father’s sake” (11 Samuel 9:7). Mephibosheth had done nothing to merit this
kindness of David. He was a descendant of Saul who persecuted David, but for Jonathan’ s sake,
David was good to him. We must | come to God on the same basis as M ephibosheth came to
David, only we are granted favor for Jesus sake. “Even as God for Christ’s sake hath
forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32). Because Jesus died on the cross, God is able to forgive our sins
for His sake.

An inheritance was given Mephibosheth and a place at the king’ s table; and similar blessings
areoursin Christ. “And will restorethee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat
bread at my table continually . . . So M ephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for hedid eat
continually at theking' stable” (I1 Samuel 9:7, 13). He inherited land from his grandfather, and
he ate daily at the king' s table. These same blessings in the spiritual realm belong to every child
of God. “Which isthe earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession” (Ephesians 1:14). “And | appoint unto you a kingdom, as my father hath
appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my tablein my kingdom” (Luke 22:29,
30).

Mephibosheth was misrepresented in the days of the king’ s rejection, as Christians often are
today. “And when David was a little past the top of the hill, behold, Ziba the servant of

M ephibosheth met him, with a couple of asses saddled, and upon them two hundred loaves
of bread, and an hundred bunches of raisins, and an hundred of summer fruits, and a
bottle of wine. And the king said unto Ziba, What meanest thou by these? And Ziba said,
The asses befor the king' s household to ride on; and the bread and summer fruit for the
young men to eat; and the wine, that such asbefaint in the wilderness may drink. And the
king said, And whereisthy master’sson? And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he abideth
at Jerusalem; for he said, Today shall the house of |srael restore me the kingdom of my
father. Then said the king to Ziba, Behold, thine are all that pertained unto Mephibosheth.
And Ziba said, | humbly beseech theethat | may find gracein thy sight, my lord, O king”
(I Samuel 16:1-4).

This happened when David was fleeing from Jerusalem at the time of Absalom’srevolt. The
servant Ziba slandered his master and lied about him to the king making him out to be atraitor.



This must have been hard for Mephibosheth to take. And sometimes Christians are treated in this
way. But thereis a promise for all such: “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and

per secute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake” (Matthew
5:11).

Mephibosheth was looking for the return of the king, as Christians should be looking for the
return of Christ. “And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king, and had
neither dressed hisfeet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day the
king departed until the day he came again in peace” (11 Samuel 19:24). Here was one man
who really longed for the return of the king. He showed his desire by extreme Oriental custom.
Did he go too far? At any rate he let men know he really wanted to see the king. Are we looking
for the return of Christ? Do we pray for His coming? “L ooking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). “Even so,
come, Lord Jesus’ (Revelation 22:20).

Mephibosheth expressed confidence that the king would make everything right, and we should
look forward to Christ’s coming in the same way. “And it came to pass, when he was come to
meet the king, that the king said unto him, Wher efor e wentest not thou with me,
Mephibosheth? And heanswered, My Lord, O king, my servant deceived me: for; thy
servant said, | will saddle me an ass, that | may ride; thereon, and go to the king; because
thy servant islame. And he hath slandered thy servant unto my lord the king; but my lord
thekingisasan angel of God: do thereforewhat isgood in thine eyes’ (11 Samuel 19:25-27).
Helaid the case before the king and trusted him absolutely to take care of everything. Do we
have such confidence in Christ? “Be patient ther efore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord” (James 5:7). When Jesus comes, He will make everything right.

Mephibosheth loved the king more than any of his gifts to him, as we should love Jesus. “And
the king said unto him, Why speakest thou any mor e of thy matters? | have said, Thou and
Zibadividetheland. And Mephibosheth said unto theking, Yea, let him takeall,
forasmuch asmy lord theking iscome again in peace unto hisown house” (11 Samuel 19:29,
30). He cared more for the king than for his property. He would rather do without all the property
and have the king, than to have the property and be without the king. Are we like that with our
King Jesus? Do we |love Jesus more than we love His gifts to us? Or are we more concerned for
what He does for us than we are in His lovely person? The heavenly beings are continually
worshiping and praising, Christ as we should be: “Worthy isthe Lamb that wasdain to
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing”
(Revelation 5:12).

Bringing Back King David,
A Typeof Bringing Back the King of Kings
(I Samuel 19)

David in exile waiting to return as king in Jerusalemis a type of Christ in Heaven waiting to
return to this earth to reign.



“And all the people were at strife throughout all thetribes of | srael, saying, The king saved
usout of the hand of our enemies, and he deliver ed us out of the hand of the Philistines;
and now heisfled out of theland for Absalom. And Absalom, whom we anointed over us,
isdead in battle. Now ther efore why speak ye not a word of bringing the king back?” (Il
Samuel 19:9, 10) David waited some little time after the death of Absalom before he returned to
Jerusalem. Thisis apicture of Jesus waiting in Heaven to return to this earth to reign. “But this
man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sinsforever, sat down on theright hand of God;
from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made hisfootstool” (Hebrews 10:12, 13).
Expecting means “waiting.” Like David of old, He iswaiting to return.

David was waiting to return because a large group of men were not anxious for hisreturn,
having revolted under Absalom; and so Jesus is waiting to return because many of His followers
are not living right, and so are not anxious for His return. The number of people who had
followed Absalom was indeed large. “ The conspiracy was strong; for the peopleincreased
continually with Absalom” (I1 Samuel 15:12). When Absalom was dead, these people felt
guilty and so would hesitate in welcoming back King David. It was necessary then for the word
to go forth: “Why speak ye not aword of bringing the king back?” (Il Samuel 19:10).

One reason why Christ has delayed His return is because many of His followers are not anxious
for Hisreturn. “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and
repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee asathief, and thou shalt not
know what hour | will come upon thee’ (Revelation 3:3).

His coming would upset the plans of such people. It would expose their backsliding and they
would be ashamed. “And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we
may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at hiscoming” (I John 2:28). If we are
living right we will welcome Hisreturn, but if we are not, we would really rather He would not
come. “Why speak ye not aword of bringing the king back?”

Why say ye not aword of bringing back the King?
Why speak ye not of Jesus and His reign?
Why tell ye of His kingdom, and of its glories sing,
But nothing of His coming back again?

A lack of unity among the people delayed David' s return; and today a lack of unity among
Christians hinders Christ’sreturn. “And all the people were at strife throughout all thetribes
of Israel” (Il Samuel 19:9). It was small wonder David delayed his return, with such adivision
among the people. Spiritual unity islacking among God’ s people today.

Thereis strife between different Christian workers. A spirit of sectarianism takes precedence
over loyalty to Christ and His Word. One group of Christiansis critical of all others who do not
agree with itsway of doing things. “Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same
love, being of one accord” (Philippians 2:2). Unity of spirit is essential, not necessarily union of
denominations. “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians
4:3).



What David needed was for his people to make ready for hisreturn, and Jesus longs for His
followers to make ready for Hisreturn. Thisiswhy the watchword went forth: “Why speak ye
not aword of bringing the king back?”

The Church as Christ’ s Bride needs to make herself ready for the marriage. “L et us be glad and
regjoice, and give honor to him; for the marriage of the Lamb iscome, and hiswife hath
made her self ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in finelinen, clean
and white; for thefine linen isthe righteousness [righteous acts] of saints’ (Revelation 19:7,
8).

A revival isessential to help make the Church as Christ’ s Bride ready for the marriage supper of
the Lamb.

~end of chapter 9 ~
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