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CHAPTER FIVE
BEAUTIFYING TRUTH

“Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour . ..” (Titus 2:10).

Paul was always concerned with the spiritual growth of new Christians. Everywhere new
churches were springing up, and many were being converted from pagan and heathen
environments. Making the transition from the former life to the life in Christ was often difficult
and confusing. The new converts needed a great deal of instruction along with a lot of patience
on the part of the teachers. Habit is a difficult thing to change. Many of the converts were older
people, and paganism had gripped their beings in every realm of life. Paul is concerned about
this. Perhaps reports had come to him that some of the converts had new hearts, but they were
not showing it. Many of the epistles reflect his specific teachings on problems that were
prevalent in that day. We still have many problems produced by a materialistic environment, and
the relevance of these epistles is refreshing.

Among the new converts were those who worked for pagan employers. In that day particularly,
the laboring man was horribly underpaid. In that day, as in our day, the employee would often
supplement his meager salary by stealing from the employer. The employers knew this, and this
polite thievery was prevalent everywhere. But Paul is appealing to the new converts; he is asking
them not to continue in this practice. Virtually, he is saying to them, “Don’t steal anymore. |
know that you are underpaid, but stealing is sinful, because when you steal from the employer,
you steal honor from yourself and you steal glory from God. Let the employer know that if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature. Let the employer be stunned by the difference that now is
manifest in you by virtue of your new-found love for Christ. And when you do this you will be
beautifying truth; you will be adorning the doctrine.”

It is true that the carnal man knoweth not the things of God. As Christians our task is to interpret
spiritual truth by allowing it to become incarnate in our personalities. The word must become
flesh. Naked spiritual truth terrifies the unsaved man. The job of every Christian is to adorn the
doctrine. For when we live in our lives the principles of Christ, we are making truth attractive to
the unbeliever. The carnal mind is enmity against God. It is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can it be.



But this condition can be changed and God has made us co-laborers with Him in this
transforming project. Our task is to adorn the doctrine, to beautify truth by the way we live. We
are to be the links between what God can do and what man needs done for him.

Doctrines by themselves are difficult for the unsaved man to absorb. They scare him; they are
unattractive to him. To the unsaved man, these great and precious promises which mean so much
to us terrify him. They are like skeletons. A skeleton is very essential; it forms the support and
mobility of the body. A mass of flesh without a skeleton would be useless. So doctrines and
spiritual laws and truths are the support of the Christian faith. But skeletons by themselves,
frighten people; the flesh on them makes the skeleton attractive and winsome. So in like fashion
our task is to put flesh on the skeleton, on the doctrine, and we do this by living for Christ in our
sphere of influence. The natural man knoweth not the things of the Spirit. It is up to us to
interpret spiritual life by the way we live and witness.

An old preacher once said, “My people believe the Gospel, but many of them do not behave the
Gospel.” I am convinced that this is so with many of us. Admiring spiritual truth is not enough.
We must appropriate it to the problems of living. Doctrine and duty ought to go side by side.
Belief and behavior, creed and conduct; should never be separated. The world will not accept our
witness simply through our lips. Our lives must match our profession if we are going to make an
impression upon the people of our day. A tremendous revival would erupt in Christendom if we
would take these words to heart.

This is the thesis that | want to present to you. Every great doctrine in the Bible, precious and
true, makes a practical demand on your life and mine. If we say that we believe, then it behooves
us to obey the truth that we affirm. I am going to mention five great doctrines in the Bible, and
then show haw belief in each one places a responsibility upon our daily living.

First, the Bible is the Word of God; the practical application is to read it. Second, Christ is God
in the flesh; the practical application is to make Him Lord in our lives. Third, Christ died for
sinners; the way to adorn this truth is to pick up our cross and follow Him. Fourth, men must be
born again; the way to adorn that doctrine is to live like God’s children. Fifth, Christ is coming
again; the way to adorn that doctrine is to be a witness for Him.

I. THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD

This is one of the great doctrines in Christendom. The Bible is not the book of the month; it is
the Book of the ages. God chose devoted men and inspired them to put His message in a Book.
While they were inscribing the message, God kept them free from error. Though these men were
fallible, the message that God gave them was infallible.

As in the case of Mary, the mother of Jesus, she was a human with all of the limitations and
faults of human life. But the Spirit of God overshadowed her, and she produced the perfect Son
of God in her womb. In like fashion, God overshadowed the minds of the writers of the Bible
and they produced the perfect record of His Word.

The Bible has had many enemies.



Men have tried to lift words out of verses and verses out of chapters and chapters out of books
and books out of the Bible. But when the battle was over and the smoke cleared, every book was
right back in the Bible, every chapter was back in the book, every verse was back in the chapter,
and every word was back in the verse. Men may come and men may go, but the Word of God
goes on forever. It is indestructible because you cannot destroy that which is eternal. Heaven and
earth may pass away, but His word shall never pass away. The psalmist was right when he said,
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.”

To be sure, there are many mysteries in the Bible. But this reveals its divine authorship. Billy
Sunday used to say, “If | could understand everything in the Bible, then it would be a good proof
that someone with no more sense than | have wrote it.” Mark Twain once said, “It is not the
mysteries in the Bible that perplex me, but it is those parts that | understand and won’t obey.”

Many years ago an eloquent infidel named Bob Ingersoll toured the country delivering
anathemas against the Bible. He rented large halls, and people paid to hear him lecture against
the Word of God. He had a famous talk entitled, “The Mistakes of Moses,” and he would charge
two dollars per person. I didn’t live in Ingersoll’s day, but if I had, I would not have paid two
dollars to have heard him lecture on the mistakes of Moses; but | would have paid two hundred
dollars to have heard Moses lecture on the mistakes of Bob Ingersoll.

The Bible is the Word of God. Every true believer would say “Amen” to that statement. But the
way to adorn this doctrine is to read the Bible. The Bible is the best seller, and yet the poorest
read book. As I see it, there is a fourfold attack against the Bible today.

- First, the attack of the modernist or liberal; he takes away from the Bible.

- Second, the atheist; he denies the Bible.

- Third, the Roman Catholic; he adds to the Bible the dogmas of popes and makes them
infallible.

- And fourth, the true believer; he does not read the Bible.

If we believe the Bible is the Word of God, we ought to read it over and over again until we can
say with David, “Thy word have | hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee.” For
surely the Bible will keep us from sin, or else sin will keep us from the Bible.

Many defeated Christians who find it difficult to live as they should, owe their failure to not
reading the Bible. I find this true among so many of the Lord’s people.

Il. CHRIST IS GOD IN THE FLESH

This is a great doctrine in the Christian faith. The Jehovah’s Witnesses try to deny it by saying
that Christ was a God, but not the God, and that He is not co-equal with the Father. The Bible
teaches that Christ was God in the flesh. At Bethlehem the Infinite became an infant; salvation
was wrapped in swaddling clothes. Jesus was the Word made flesh and dwelt among us. Paul
tells us that in Him dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily. His name was Emmanuel, which
means “God with us.”



The Philippian letter tells us that the God who made the world stooped and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. We know that His human and divine nature functioned side by
side.

- One day He wept by the grave of Lazarus, signifying His humanity, but a moment later He
raised Lazarus from the dead, signifying His divinity.
- One day He slept in a boat like a human being; a moment later He stilled a storm like a God.

How ridiculous for anyone to say that Christ was not God, but only a good man. How can a good
man be a liar of the magnitude of Christ who Himself said that He was God. He told His
disciples that He and the Father were one. When one of them said to Him, “Show us the
Father,” Jesus replied, “You are looking at Him. When you see Me, you see God.”

Thirty-one times in the four gospels Christ by His own lips claims to be God. If He is not God,
He is the biggest liar that ever walked across the stage of human history. Buddha was the founder
of Buddhism, but he did not claim to be God. Lao-tzu, the founder of Taoism, didn’t say that he
was God. Neither Zoroaster, nor Confucius claimed to be God. Jesus said, “I am He [God].”

In psychiatry, there is an illness known as “paranoid states.” Like all psychotic illnesses, it is an
attempt to flee from reality and find peace in a mental Utopia. The main result of this illness is
delusions. The person imagined himself to be some great personage. Often they think that they
are Napoleon or some contemporary person who is famous. If Jesus claimed to be God and He
was not, then He was deluded and we would have to diagnose Him as being a paranoid. But then
we would have a difficult time explaining His beneficent influence upon the world. How could a
liar or a paranoid inspire the famous masterpieces of art? How could a deceiver like Christ move
men to build hospitals for the sick, homes for the aged and schools for the ambitious? We
conclude with heart and mind that He was God in the flesh.

How can we adorn this doctrine? By making Him Lord, or boss, in our lives. Multitudes of
Christians who believe that He is God are not willing to trust Him with the whole of their lives.

- With many of us, the Lord is resident, but He is not president.
- With many of us, the Lord boards in the heart, but He does not boss in the heart.
- In the hearts of many, Christ is Saviour but He is not Lord.

If we can trust Him with our hearts, then we ought to be willing to trust Him with our social life,
with our domestic life, with our business life. I am sure that too many of us are partially
Christian. We touch religion with our fingertips. We are suburban Christians; we love out on the
edge, on the fringe, but we never move into town.

It is useless to attempt to convince unbelievers about the deity of Christ if we are not willing to
give Him the key to every room in our lives. If He made the world and this vast universe, and we
are told that all things were made by Him, and without Him was nothing made that was made,
then it seems to me that we should submit our entire life to Him. Make Him Lord in your life.
Put Him in the driver’s seat. You will never regret it.



He knows how to order your life better than you do. He not only knows your life, but He knows
the future as well as the past. He is equipped to make your life meaningful and powerful.

I11. CHRIST DIED FOR SINNERS

This is another great doctrine to which every Christian gives ready assent. Christ’s death was not
exemplary; it was expiatory. Christ did not die because He had to die; He died to redeem us from
our sins. He took your place and mine on the cross of Calvary. So He died not only for me, but
He died as me. The crown of thorns should have been on my head. The nails in His hands should
have been on my hands. The stripes that He bore should have been on my back, but Jesus paid it
all. We didn’t deserve His death, but out of infinite love He condescended to do for us what we
could not do for ourselves.

We are not redeemed by corruptible things like silver and gold. We are redeemed by the precious
blood of Jesus Christ as a lamb without blemish and without spot. He who knew no sin became
sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. By His crucifixion He made it
possible for sinful human beings to become members of the family of God. The miracle is
beyond human description, but its reality is proven every time a sinner becomes willing to accept
the death of Christ. God has decreed that anyone that is willing to accept the death of Christ for
the payment of His sins will be a member of God’s family forever. There could be nothing more
simple than that, and its simplicity is excelled only by its brilliant beauty.

But how could the death of man become the basis for the salvation of the world? Well, how can
one television broadcast in a studio go out and fill a million sets with the same thing that is going
on in the studio? The stream of redemption has not lost its power. Its strength never dies; it never
fades nor fails. This is God’s way of redeeming sinners and retaining His own righteousness. By
the death of Jesus, God is just and the justifier of them which believe in Christ.

Now how can we adorn that doctrine? By taking up our cross and following Him. He said in
Matthew, “If any man come after me, let him pick up his cross and follow me.” It is easy to
be saved, but becoming a good Christian involves a crucifixion. The Christian life has never
been easy.

Paul said, “Put on the whole armour of God.”

- You are not going to a feast, you are going to a fight.

- You are not going to a banquet, you are going to a battle.

- You are not going on a picnic, you are going on a pilgrimage.

Paul said, “They that live godly shall suffer persecution.” Paul never got paid for preaching;
he made tents on the side to pay expenses. The only purse that Paul ever got for preaching was
persecution, and he got plenty of that.

| think that Christians often confuse a cross and a burden.



I hear someone say, “I suffer poor health, that’s my cross.” No, that isn’t your cross, that’s your
burden. Someone says, “I have an unsaved husband, and that’s my cross.” No, that’s not your
cross, that’s your burden. A burden is something that is imposed on you and you have to endure.
A cross is something that you pick up voluntarily. When you take up suffering for Christ and you
do it voluntarily, then you are bearing the cross.

Paul could say, “I am crucified with Christ.” But remember that crucifixion is a kind of death
that cannot be self-inflicted. Somebody else must do it to you. You can kill with a gun, and be
killed with one. You can drown a person, and you can drown yourself. But you cannot crucify
yourself. For if you nail the feet and one hand, the other hand remains loose. Paul was simply
stating that Christians must submit to Christ. There is no way out. The Christian who wants to
live his life to the fullest must imitate the Master in crucifixion.

IV. MEN MUST BE BORN AGAIN

This is another great doctrine of the Christian faith. We are clearly taught in the Bible that men
cannot save themselves; that salvation comes by the goodness of God. A man can no more save
himself than a flat tire can fix itself. A flat tire can be fixed, but someone else must do it. A man
can be saved, but Someone else must do it for him. This is the meaning of the crucifixion, for if
man can save himself, the effort on the cross was useless. But Calvary stands as a mute reminder
that man cannot save himself in part or in whole.

God requires a new creation. “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” We are not
saved by reformation, we are saved by a transformation. The Bible teaches that the works of man
may be acceptable to man, but in the sight of a perfect God, they are as filthy rags. Man has
never understood the fact that God hates human righteousness when it is used as a substitute for
salvation. The new birth is totally different from anything that man is or that man can do. There
IS no substitute for this transaction which God demands of every human being when He says,
“Ye must be born again.”

Even religion can be no substitute, for religion is what man does for God; Christianity is what
God in Christ has done for man.

You will notice that all the pagan religions revolve around what the devotees do for their gods.

One of the plans of salvation in Hinduism is to slay 609 animals in succession, concluding with
the famous horse sacrifice. But David told the truth in Psalm 51 when, in trying to appease God
with his offerings and sacrifices, he finally said, “But a broken and a contrite heart, O God,
thou wilt not despise.” And only as men come to Christ with a heart that understands that only
the cross can atone for our sins, can salvation become a reality within the framework of human
existence. So quitting this or that and turning over a new leaf will not bring the benefits of the
cross to your soul. Calvary is not a minus, it is a plus.

Now, how can we adorn this great doctrine of the new birth? What practical demand does it
make on our lives? | say that if we believe this truth with all of our hearts, we are going to adorn
it by living like children of God in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation.



In the twenty-fourth Psalm David raised the question, “Who shall ascend into the hill of the
Lord, or who shall stand in his holy place?” He answers, “They that have clean hands and a
pure heart, who have not lifted their soul to iniquity, nor sworn deceitfully.” It is true that
the pure in heart shall see God. But when we are pure in heart, others will see God.

Let us remember that the grace of God imposes some great responsibilities upon the life of the
Christian. We have gained our freedom through Christ, and even though we are not in danger of
hell, the love of Christ constrains us.

- We are to live soberly and righteously and godly in this present world.

- We are to interpret the love of God to the world through our daily living.

- We are not only to have old time religion, we are to have all time religion.

- We are to act like Christians on the job, on the school ground, among our social set, and in our
neighborhood.

And our contribution is not only to be a moral one, but also a spiritual one. We are not only to
refrain from sin, but we are to promote love and humility and friendliness. We are to refrain from
revenge, and we are to introduce forgiveness and be as merciful with others, even as Christ has
been with us.

This new life should manifest itself in the home. For the real test of your religion is not how you
act at the Lord’s Table, but how you act at the breakfast table. Many people save their sullenness
and their vindictiveness for the home circle. And although they look pretty good to the outsiders,
they are unchristian in their attitudes in the home. May God give us the courage and the wisdom
to live like God’s children. This is the prayer that | pray for myself.

V. CHRIST IS COMING AGAIN
This is a great truth to which every Christian adheres.

- We know that Jesus came the first time; that is a matter of history.

- We know that He is coming a second time and that is a matter of prophecy.

- He came the first time to save the soul. He is coming the second time to save the body.

- He came the first time to save the individual; He is coming a second time to save society.

- He came the first time to a crucifixion; He is coming the second time to a coronation.

- He came the first time to a tree; He is coming the second time to a throne.

- The first time He came, He stood before Pilate; the second time He comes, Pilate will stand
before Him.

The Bible clearly teaches that man is the architect of his own doom and collapse. The human
race tried to construct a united nations with the Tower of Babel, and God came down to confuse
their tongues. That is why Jesus must come again. He alone can turn the sword into a plowshare
and turn the spear into a pruning hook. He alone can teach man how to make war no more. When
He returns, the lion and the lamb shall lie down together, and a little child shall lead them. Then
the knowledge of God will cover the earth like the waters cover the sea.



We know that He has not yet returned. As long as the cemeteries remain intact, Jesus has not
appeared. There are some sects that say that He is already here and we are now in the tribulation
period, and this era will soon end with the Battle of Armageddon. But don’t you believe it. When
some come and say to you, “Lo here, lo there, Christ has already returned,” get in your car and
go to the cemetery, and if the graves are in order, remember, Christ has not returned. For when
He comes, the first thing on the agenda, according to the Scriptures, is that the dead in Christ
shall rise, and we which are alive and remain shall be caught up in the air, and so shall we ever
be with the Lord.

Now, how can we adorn this doctrine? By being witnesses for Him. This is the task of every
believer. You remember how, in the book of Acts, just before He ascended, the disciples came
with questions. Did you know what they had on their minds? They wanted to discuss politics.
They asked, “Will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” Jesus said, “It is none of
your business. It is not for you to know the times and the seasons that the Father has placed in
His own hand.” Jesus said, “But here is your job between now and my return: Be my witnesses.”
Notice, He didn’t say, “Be my lawyers.”

“Don’t argue the case, just tell your neighbors and your loved ones and your business partners
and your friends what I have done for you. Tell them how I have given you wisdom in the hour
of decision. Tell them how I have given you power in the hour of temptation. Tell them how I
have given you mercy in the hour of defeat.”

Christians, this is our main job. The church has forgotten the Great Commission. The unique
contribution of the church is to win others to the grace of God. We are busying ourselves with
too many substitutes. It is all right to entertain the members with recreation and to engage in
organizations to alleviate social suffering, but these are sidelines with the church. Our main task
is to get the church out of the church. The purpose of the church is to make Christians unselfish
with the grace of God. Sharing His redemptive love with others is the main job of the church.
And we must go after the lost. There isn’t one verse in the Bible that tells sinners to go to church;
but there are a hundred verses that tell the church to go to sinners.

So we are to adorn these great doctrines with Christian living. | return to my thesis, that every
great doctrine makes a practical demand of your life and mine. If the Bible is the Word of God,
let’s read it. If Christ is God, make Him Lord of your life. If Christ died for sinners, take up your
cross and follow Him. If men must be born again, live like God’s children. If Christ is coming
again, then let’s rescue the perishing and care for the dying.

~end of chapter 5 ~
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